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I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC
USSR makes formal diplomatic pro-

test over US use of higher altitudes
in Berlin air corridor,

@

11. ASIA-AFRICA

Border clashes continue between

Syrian tri i security
forces.

Greece may now accept Yugoslavian
invitation for bilateral military talks.

@ :

Algerian rebels plan to train pilots .
in %ommunist China. :) !
3 i
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Algeria: \

the Algerian rebel defense minister has approved a plan

to send "students' to Communist China, apparently for flight
training. Arrangements mav be discu n FLN military
mission now in Peiping,
Rebel army personnel reportedly have been trained for
some time in Arab countries, |

d | \rebel elements in Cairo

{{\ have acquired "'several MIG airplanes' from the UAR, but this
information has not been corroborated It 1s not likely that the

- : an apparent shift in tactics, Greek

leaders now seem to favor holding early bilateral military talks
with the Yugoslavs, who recently repeated their earlier invita-
tion to General Dovas, chief of the Greek General Staff, to come
to Belgrade for such talks. While such meetings would not be

({\ held under the aegis of the Balkan Pact, they might lay the ground-
work for its early reactivation)| |

| (Page 2)
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I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC
(No Back-up Material)

11, ASIA-AFRICA

Iraqi-Syrian Border Situation

Cairo on 2 April shipped three million rounds of ammu-
nition for British .303 rifles to the Syrian port of Latakia,
apparently in response to a 1 April message from Damascus
which also requested British rifles and machine guns. The
arms and ammunition are undoubtedly intended for use by
tribal forces in northern Syria which are continuing to harass
Iraqi border posts and villages. There is no firm evidence
that regular units of the UAR military are giving significant
support to the tribes, Overflights of the border area are be-

‘ ing conducted by both UAR and Iraqi aircraft, however,
one
Iraqgi plane was damaged by machine gun fireand "fell in Iraqi
territory" in the Tel Kushik area.

The Iragis are continuing to reinforce security forces on
the border. Headquarters of the 2nd Division in Kirkuk has
been designated "operational headquarters' for units in the

Action is also being taken to furnish officers and arms to
some of the Communist-infiltrated Popular Resistance Forces
(PRF) in northern Iraqg. ____|2nd Division headquarters
asked all divisions to order officers who had been assigned to
the PRF units to join those units immediately, and on the same
day | ordnance depots to issue
arms to the PRF in northern Iraq at once.
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Greek-Yugoslav Military Talks Possible

éshift in Greek tactics may have cleared the way for the
early resumption of high-level Greek-Yugoslav military talks.
‘Yugoslav President Tito, during his meeting with Greek Prime
Minister Karamanlis and Foreign Minister Averoff on the is-
land of Rhodes early last month, proposed the resumption of
high-level bilateral military talks that were secretly held last
November. Karamanlis, however, reacted negatively as he
felt the talks had accomplished everything they could for the
time being. He may also have feared that such talks would cast
a shadow on his new policy toward Turkey and further delay re-
activation of the Balkan Pact. The Greeks are now ready to en-
ter the proposed bilateral talks, possibly as a stepping stone in
Greek efforts to reactivate the tripartite Balkan Pact,

Q@goslavia regards past tripartite military planning as val-
uable, but because of its delivate relations with the Soviet Union
and its reserved attitude toward Turkey, Belgrade has favored
keeping the pact dormant. Yugoslavia apparently would like to
revive the pact's cultural and economic features, but there has
been no public acknowledgment of this attitude for fear of draw-
ing undue attention to the lack of military cooperatiofl)

@rkey also favors the early reactivation of the Balkan Pact,
and would probably applaud the Greek-Yugoslav talks if they
were interpreted to be a step in that direction. Ankara, however,
has long held suspicions of Yugoslav intentions vis-a-vis the alli-
ance and the West and might resent bilateral talks if it felt it

was being side-stepped by its pact partners)
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